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tle" ambiguity of the administra-
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to maintain pressure og
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e,vg;y military option.
. >ome junior U.S. military offi
in Saudi Arabia have advorzatedcfxi
Ing, or at least threatening to use
nuclear weapons as a means of co:

: 15i0n 88t t0-use “wWeapons
of mass destruction” in the Middle
East crisis reflects high confidence
in the overwhelming firepower of
L_f.S. conventional forces, plus a de-
sire not to compound the already

dictable  political  conse-
quence of a poteatial military con-

Afficiale snid’

ercing an Iraqi withdrawal or early
surrender that would avoid signif-
icant American casualties in an ex-
tended ground assault on Iraqi
forces entrenched in southern Ku-
wait. ,

:“Why wait around?” asked John
Berrie, a U.S. Army captain in Sau-
di Arabia making the case for a nu-
clear attack.

“16 January, on the dot, if he isn’t
out of there, we want to see a [nu-
clear] mushroom [cloud],” another
American field officer said in a re-
cent conversation with a reporter,
referring to the Jan. 15 deadline for
Iraq’s withdrawal, after which the
U.N. Security Council has author-
ized the use of force.

-Some officers have questioned
why they should risk their lives in a
potentially bloody assauit against
Iraqi forces when tactical nuclear
weapons could be used. In 1945, for
instance, President Harry S. Tru-
man authorized nuclear attacks on
two Japanese cities as a means of
shortening the war and saving
American lives by coercing an un-
conditional Japanese surrender.

+ But a senior military official, who
3 "y N
spoke on condition of anonymity,
said he did not “see a moral parallel”
between Truman’s action and the
current confrontation in the gulf.
“Tlie world is more complicated
nbw, aod the consequences of using
tetical nukes—some of which are
uppredictable—outweigh their mil-
itary utility,” the official said. These:
drawbacks could inciude offending
our allles and “destroying Kuwait in
ovder to save it,” he added.

“In 1978, then-Secretary of State
Cyrus B. Vance told a2 United Na-
tiots special session on disarma-
megt that the United States would
not use nuclear weapons “against
any non-nuclear weapons state par-
ty to the NPT,” or Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty—a policy that
officials say still stands, Iraq signed
the NPT in 1968.

- According to Greenpeace, an ac-
tivist group that attempts to track
the deployment of nuclear weapons
on military vessels woridwide, more
than 500 nuclear weapons may al-

WILLIAM H. WEBSTER
... stresses comveational capability

ready be deployed on the roughly
40 major U.S. Navy surface combat
ships and submarines in the Middle
East. The estimate is based on pub-
Hpstimates of routine, peacetime
muclear deployments.

Defense officials declined to dis-
close the actual number in the re-
gion but said that some nuclear
weapons had beem removed from
ships so they could accommodate
additional conventional arms.

- The officials also said U.S. Army
wpits that have custodial responsi-
bility for tactical nuclear artillery
and missiles in Europe have been
deliberately left behind during the
massive, continuing transfer of
arms and combat personnel from.
Burope to the Middle East.

¢ A knowledgeable official said this
sjtuation reflects an early, informal
agreement between Washington
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A senior Army official, speaking ;:mmm that we've been deal-
on condition that he not be named," ingjvi dual h“;}“, you are the first
said no US. chemical arms have ... approa:h.'s suggested to me
tl;een moved to the region. The Air. Stan Norris, a senior staff anaf
orce recently conducted flight at the Natu '] R analyst
tests to verify that its F-16 fight- ral Resources Defense

ers—some of which are deployed in - Council, noted that the wisdom of

: \on . Using the atomic bomb against Ja-
the Persian Gulf—can spray poison - . G " ) being debated845 ye;:s

gas from special tanks produced . €
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since then. But officials say the pro-
gram was initiated before Iraq’s name for decades to come,” he said.

Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait and has
not been stepped up.

The United States has no biolog-
ical weapons.

In an interview with the Christian
Science Monitor on Aug. 14 when
he was still Air Force chief of staff,
Gen. Michael B Dugan said that the
United States™would avoid in every
possible circumstance even talking
about deploying or using chemical
weapons. . . . We've made a nation-
al policy of getting rid of’ such
arms. Dugan was fired on Sept. 17
for disclosing details of U.S. attack
plans.

Officials said CIA Director Wil-
liam H. Webster reflected what is
still _the dominant administration

view in a Dec, 14 statement to The

gton Post that “we

ability there | g i
reason to believe that they could
not do what was expected o?‘ them.”
Webster added ﬁt use of this con-
ventional capability would be under-
standable to other nations in the
region, but “when you get Western

of chemical weapons ox other
nes~conventional weapons, I think
yau invite a new dimension that
nidy earry heavy costs.. . . in future
relationships.” _

Webster empbasized that “the
way that we proceed [in any com-
bat] has to have, in my view, con-
certed support from those who
asked us to come, and not be appal-
ling to them.” Webster indicated it
was his view that a U.S. decision to
breach a 45-year-old taboo against
nuclear weapons use would be seen
as so “appalling” it should not be
considered in the crisis.
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